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As'tbe Organmucn of Petroleum
_ " Exporting Countries prepares to meet
:" 'in Viennaon Friday, analysts aresug- .-
‘gesting that the onco-fenrad alllance -
.or oil-producing nations has lost its
pre-eminem role’in‘setting world oil-'»‘
. prices, perhapsirretrievably. - - :
-7 “OPEC may be facing the blggest',, oo
+ ‘crisis since it won control of theworld *=f .. -«
oil:market,'" says Daniel Yergin, an...§ -«
energy expert at Harvard University. . -
5 'Others -are ever more emphatic, .-
SQPEC is 100 percent dead,” Willlam.
:ov,'rn:althei:im:scnIrnsti‘utemxsert:r..~ I
~There’spothing tosavethem.” \:. .1} - -
"' Mr.. Brown and similar critics are:
S referringsto what OPEC is able to-..
“achieve as'a would-be cartel, not to
. - thednfluence of its individual member
- nations, ' These producing countries -
“will coritinue to pump oil and be well
.‘compensated for it, regardless of the -
- effectiveness of the organization that -
"hasboundthemsince 1560, ... - & -
. In essence, OPEC whichbpmdw ,
ing lesscilthan in any year since 1569,
‘failing in its mission of setting and
cfendingcu pmcu. -The main reason
trojeum demand
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y 31.4 percent during this paricd, andJ
-they nosr account for less than hal? of
the producticn of the non-Communist -
~world, oompared withslpercentthree
yearsago. &.iienihes - *'1
-2 QThe 13. eountrm. many o! wh!ch
are - experfencing: severe- cash-flow
‘problems . because “of declining oil 4
sales, are using only three-quarters of |
their capacity, compared with 97 per-
. .cent i 1979, This puts pressure on-:
-~ producers to lncreasenla by cu:ting
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